








fcAHTH W A S THE ON LY 
HOSPITABLE PLANET IN THE 
AREA OE THE SOLAR SYSTEM AS 
THE POPU LATI ON GRFW OTHER 
WORLDS WFRE TERRAFORMED 
FOR H ARITATION CRIME WAS 
A PROBLEM AS WAS THE PUNISH 

HABITABLE SPACE 
PREMIUM AND TOO 
FOR LONG TERM 
WHEN ANOTHER 
W AS DISCOVERED 
LIFERS WERE SENT TC 
ALTERNATF WORLD WHERE 


MFNT THE 
WAS AT A 
VA I UABl F 
PRISONFRS 
DIMFNSION 
THE 
THIS 


NOIHING ACTUALLY EXIS T ED IT 
WAS AN ETERNAL LIMBO. AN 
AREA OF NOTHING A LIVING 
DEATH A NEVERVVORLD 





JUT CRIMINALS WERE THE LEA5T OF EARTH'S PROBLEMS 
N 2482AD WHEN THE WARLIKE DElRONS SWEPT 
ON THE TERRAN SETTIEMENT OF J OUIE-12 , 
DEEP IN UNCHARTED 5PACE. 







IN THE VANGUARD OF EARTH'S STRUGGIE 
AGAIN5T THE ALIENS WERE THE DESTRUCTION 
COMMANDOS. A HIGHLY MOBILE CRACK FORCE 
WHO REMAINED IN SPACE FOR UP TO A YEAR / 

AT A TIME. READY TO BE DESPATCHEO TO ANY ^ 
PART OF THE GALAXY AT A MOMENTS 
NOTICE 

t*-* SET A COURSE FOR JOULE-12. THE 
DELRONS HAVE THE PLANET UNDER SIEGE. 
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THE GARRISON'S ALL BUT WIPED OUT. WE'LL 
REACH JOULE-12 IN A DAY AT MAXIMUM 
SPEED ... THEY SHOULD BE ABLE TO pT* 
HOID OUT UNTIl THEN. ] 
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I SENSORS INDICATE ONE OCCUPANT, 
CAPTAIN. NO WEAPONS OF ANY SORT 


I VVONDER WHAT HE'S DOING OUT 
HERE. WElL, I EXPECT WE'll NEVER 

rr —raa know. T ^r-r : 





















" PRATTLE " WA5 THE NICKNAME FOR A DRUG. NEMBUTHAL-235, WHICH HAD PROVED 
EFFECTIVE IN GAINING INFORMATION FROM DEIRONS. 
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THE EFFECTS SHOUID START 
STRAIGHT AWAY. CAPTAIN 
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I WAS ABOARD A CRUISER. WE 
s s WERE HEADING FOR PLANET > 
{ 673/B IN CtUSTER 98 .. 
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A COMPUTER TRANSLATED THE WORDS INTO PICTURES ... 
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THE PLANET HAS BEEN OCCUPIED BY MY 
PEOPLE FOR MANY MONTHS. WE ARE 
BUILDING SHIPYARDS THERE, 
r FACTORIES. MUNITION DUMPS ... ] 

sTHE INSTAILATION IS TOP-SECRET ANOj 
i- ( HEAVILY GUARDED. 1 
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BUT NOT NOW ... Ali SHIPS AND 
SOIDIERS HAVE BEEN DESPATCHED 
TO JOUIE-12 TO THE SIEGE AND 
ENSURE VICTORY FOR MY 
GIORIOUS race. 


NAVIGATION ... CHECK THE 
POSITION OF PLANET 673/B. 


THOUGH THE SOIDIERS HAVE 
GONE, CIVILIAN TECHNICIAN5 
LIKE MYSEIF CONTINUE TO 
POUR INTO THE PLANET. BUT 
MY SHIP NEVER MADE IT. 

THERE VVAS AN EXPlOSION 
... THE REACTOR. I THINK. I 
VVAS RUNNING A ROUTINE 
CHECK ON THE E5CAPE 
5HUniES, AND THAT IS WHAT 
SAVED MY LIFE. I VVAS 
THROWN CLEAR. 




















BY THE TIME HE RETURNED TO THE BRIDGE, THE 
CAPTAIN HAD HI5 ANSVVER. 


WE'RE ONLY A FEW HOURS AWAY FROM 
‘ T IT AT OUR PRESENT SPEED, SIR. 


WE'lt ATTACK THE INSTALLATION 
MTHEN PROCEED TO JOUIE-12. THE 
£DEIAY SHOUID BE MINIMAl. 


T 


CAPTAIN AVRAM KANE INFORMED EARTH- 
BASE OF HIS INFORMATION AND DECISION 
TO ATTACK. 




DO NOT PROCEED WITH ATTACK. 4 
REPEAT—DO NOT PROCEED UNTIL WE 
r-i ASSESS THE IMPORTANCE.. w 
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ATOMIC ARMOUR WA$ THE NAME OF A SPECIAUY 
DEVELOPEO FORM OF FORCE-SHIEID WHICH DlD AWAY 
WtTH THE NEED FOR CUMBERSOME SPACE SUIT5. AIR 
WAS CONTAINED WITH!N THE SHIEID AND RECYCLED, 
AlMOST ENDLE5$IY. 
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AIL WRIST AND ANKIE 5EALS CHECKED 
AND fUILY OPERATIONAL. CAPTAIN. 
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THE SHIP TURNED FOR PLANET 673/B. 
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SOON THE SPACE LANDING VESSEL ‘ MOONRIDER WAS IN ORBIT AROUND PLANET 673/B. 


SEEMS THE DEIRONS HAVEN'T LEFT 
THE PLANET TOTALLY WITHOUT 
DEFENCE5. CAPTAIN—FlGHTERS! 
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GUNNERS— 
FIRE AT WILL! 
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THIS IS ALMOST TOO EASY 
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PLANET 67.3/B WAS PROVING TO BE AN EASY NUT TO CRACK 


THE COMMANDOS ADVANCED IRRE5ISTABIV TOVVARDS THE DELRON FACTORlES 
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WE'VE VVALKED RIGHT 
INTO A TRAP! 
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AVRAM LOOKED UP TO SEE THAT THE SKY HAD BEEN 
TURNED BlACK WITH DELRON SHIPS— 
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AND THING5 AREN'T GOING TO GET 
ANY BETTER SIR. IOOK! 
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GET HALF THE MEN TO 
CONCENTRATE RAZERAY FIRE ON 
^THE SHIPS ... THE OTHERS DEAt 
( WITH THE GROUND TROOPS. 
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THE RAZERAY USED MlCROWAVES TO INCINERATE OBJECTS «?OM THE INSIDE OUTWARD5-- ' 
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AVRAM WAS HORRIFIED TO SEE MORE 
AND MORE OF HIS MEN FALI VICTIM 
TO THE DELRONS. f f 
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WE'VE BEEN SET UP. THAT DELRON PILOT 
FED US FALSE INFORMATION. 


r-iM\ Ili! \h 






THERE'S ONlY ONE OF ME— 
VVHAT'S HOLDING YOU BACK? 
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MUSTN'T BLACK OUT NOW, JUST 
SEEN SOMETHING... THE 
ANSVVER TO ALL THIS... MUSTN'T 
BLACK OUT ... MUSTN'T ... 

















AVRAM WAS NOT THE ONLY SURVIVOR. TH ERE WERE 
OTHERS—BUT THEY WERE BADLY INJURED. 


' TRY TO HANG ON. MEN. I'U HAVE TO RISK 
fc DRAINING ALL OF THE RADIO'S POWER IN 
SENDING ONE WIID-BAND DISTRES5 SIGNAL 
LET'S HOPE SOMEONE OUT THERE HEARS IT. 


THE FACTORIES 
ARE AU DUMMIES! 


CAPTAIN KANE ... 








THE CREW OF THE SHIPCOULD HARDIY 
BEIIEVE THEIR // // / 


WHAT IN SPACE HAPPENED HERE? 
-T THERE'S ĐEEN A MASSACRE! p 


LI GET ME ABOARD ... L 
l'U EXPLAIN EVERYTHING 


^ASHIP ... CLASS ’ T * CRUISER 
FROM EARTH-BASE. THANK HEAVEN. 












THE CRUISER IEFT PLANET 673/B. AND THE THOUSANDS OF SlAUGHTERED COMMANDOS 


FAR BEHIND. ON A COURSE FOR EARTH 


r l'Ll ARRANCE FOR A BURIAl DETAIL ] 
^ TO TAKE CARE OF THE DEAD LATER. * 
FIRST, CAPTAIN. WOULD YOU CARE TO 
»TEU ME WHAT HAPPENED PQWN jj 
THERE 


YOU ACTED AGAINST ORDER$» 









BY YOUR ACTION YOU NOT ONlY lOST YOUR OWN 
MEN BUT AS YOU DIDN'T REACH JOULE-12 IT HAS 
7 AISO FAILEN TO THE DELRONS. SECURlTY—SEE \ 
( THAT CAPTAIN KANE'S WOUNDS ARE ATTENDED/ 
7 TO, THEN CONFINE HIM TO OUARTERS. )— 


NO... V/AITI! 


I SAW SOMETHING DOWN THERE ... I 


CAN'T REMEMBER WHAT EXA£TIY, I ONlY 
> GlIMPSEO IT FOR A MOMENT AS I WAS < 
BLACKING OUT. IT S THE ANSWER TO Alt 
*v^THIS. I NEED A CHANCE TO DISCOVER y 
l -1 WHAT IS WAS ) -Vr 


TAKE HIM AWAY 








AVRAM WAS PLACED IN A CABIN WITH A GUARD, WHEN THE ALARM WENT 


WHAT THE? ...WE'RE 
■T UNDER ATTACK. TT 
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THISIS MY CHANCE. 


//ENT— ^ r^\ 
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QUICKLY AND QUIETLY AVRAM ROSE— 

ff 

Sfn 

rt c 













































j&si 


/', 


KANE MUST HAVE BEEN 
WORKING FOR THE DEIRONS 
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,_L FOR TRAITORS THERE IS ONLY ONE 

VERDICT. I THINK WE BOTH KNOW WHAT 1T !S. 
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WE SENTENCE YOU TO THIRTY J 
YEARS IN NEVERWORLD! J 


YOU FOOfcS, IF YOU'D LET ) 
ME TELI YOU MY STORY / 
YOU'D SEE WHAT A MISTAKE 

s -TYOU'RE makingh- 




€ 




HM 




LU 


.•/I 
































































BUT THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT DECIDED THAT NEVERWORLD WA5 JUST THE ANSVVER TO 
THEIR OVER-CROWDED JAILS. A A\\VC . 


WORLDV/AS AN ARTIPICIAL DIMENSION CREATED BY DR- PYNCHON,WHO DISCOVERED 
WAS NO PRACTICAL U5E FOR IT. | ||_|_ 

/eXPER!MENTS 5HOW THAT ANYONE"'\ LJI 

( ENTERING NEVERWORLD DOES NOT ) III_ & _ 




















._Tdr. pvnchonD— > 

Mrs GOOD TO SEE YOU, 
(T AFTER ALI THESET/ 
sTYEARS.T Ui 


Hi A PITY IT COULDN'T HAVE BEEN 2-^; 
UNDER HAPPIER CIRCUMSTANCES. I HEARO 
- THE FUll STORY EROM A FRIEND IN THE - 
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT. I'M CONVINCED OF 
YOUR INNOCENCE, AVRAM.T=J^ 


IT'S CONCEIVABLE THAT THE DELRONS 
COULD HAVE FOUND A WAY TO BEAT 
fcBBT " PRATTLE I BEIIEVE YOU 

Tm 11 ■ ~"rrr tt~t i- .... 


J THANKS FOR THE VOTE OF £ 
CONFIDENCE, DOC. BUT THAT 
7~T VVONT SAVE ME FROMTJ 
—r NEVERWORLD. T~ 


AN AUDIO IMBALANCER! 




















WrT\ never thought any friend of mine 

WOUlD BE EXIIED TO NEVERWORIO. BUT , 
■ THERE MAY BE A CHANCE FOR YOU, A VRAM 


J UNDERSTAND, 

—rpocrz: 
















THE TINY DEVICE WAS AUTOMATICAlLY 
ACTIVATED. IT AMPLIFIED THE 
VIBRATIONS IN AVRAM'S INNER EAR— 
THE PART WHICH CONTROLS THE SENSE 
OF BALANCE—AND BROADCAST THEMJ 
TOTHEGUARDS. 


HEY!... WHAT'S HAPPENING? 


THEEFFiCTS WERE IMMEDIATE. JHEIR SENSE OF BALANCE CONFUSED, THE GUARDS FEll 


AVRAM DIVED FOR ONE OF THE FALLEN 
VVEAPONS. ^^ 

__TtOUCH IT AND 
(YOU'RE DEAD, KANE! 


Jl >ICK IT UP! IF HE TRlES TO STOP i- 
YOU, l'LL FRY HIM AGAINST THE BARS. 


AVRAM DIVED FOR ONE OF THE FALLEN 
WEAPONS. ^^ 

__TtOUCH IT AND 
(YOU'RE DEAD, KANE! 


















— r aiifm -c mame WAS VORTEK. FROM THE PLANET KRltlUS-4, ANO AVRAM RELEASED HIM 
WfTH THEGUARO'S KEY. —i ^ 

| . / THAT'll TAKE CARE® 

^( OF HIMFOR AWHIlE.^9raHB0HBl* < 


r LET'S HOPE HE STAYS TAKEN CARE OF 1 
LONG ENOUGH FOR U S TO GET PUT OF 


i£2i THEY CALLIT MURDER ... I CALL Zžz. 
IT KtllING SCUM WHO KILLED MY PEOPLE 
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I DON'T WANT ANYBODY KULED, VORTEK. 
I JUST WANT TO GET OUT IN ONE PIECE. 
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BUT THOUGH THEY FACED RESISTANCE, IUCK—AND DR PYNCHONS BALANCE DISRUPTOR— r 
WASVVITHTHEM. Ili II J—^^ 

!■!■■■ / WS A GOOD THING YOU KRIUANS HAVE A 

f DIFFERENT PHYSICALMAKE UPTO US HUMANS, 

OR l'D HAVE YOU FALIING ALI OVER THE PLACE. 
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TRUE, KANE. AH—OVER THERE ... 
THAT HANGAR IS VVHERE THEY HAVE 
IMPOUNDED MY SHIP. 
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BLLLS SHATTERED THE SILENCE, AND GUNFIRE LIT UP THE NIGHT 5KY AS AVRAM 


NO VORTEK RACED TOV/ARDS THE HANGAR 


QUICKIY, KANE ... 
THEY'RE COMINGI 


NO- I CAN'T GO W!TH YOU. I HAVE 
SOME UNFINISHED BUSINESS. I'VE ■ 
OPENED THE ROOF-HATCH FOR YOU. 


50 GET GOlNG! 


THERE THEY GO 


W VEAHITHE AIIENISN'TSO m 
IMPORT A NT, BUT THERE'U BE M 
HEll TO PAY OVER KANE E5CAPING! 










EVEN AS THE SENTRY SPCKE. 

A VRAM MADE HIS WAY ACROSS 
THEC!TY- 


AVRAM ARRIVED AT DR PYNCHON'S HOME. 


AVRAM!. .. YOU ESCAPEO! 
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THANKS TO YOUR LITTLE GADGET, 
OOC. AND I VE COME TO ASK YOUR 
HELP AGAIN. 
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f I DON T KNOW WHAT l'VE 
1 DONE TO DESERVE Ali THI5 
LUCK f BUT I SE EM TO HAVE, 
MADE IT IN ONE PIECE 1 L 
A AGAIN. TTTTa 
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YOU CAN MAKE ME REMEMBER WHAT IT WAS I SAW ON 
PLANET 673/B .. . HELP ME FIND THE ANSVVER TO 
T^HIS WHOLE BUSINESS? \0 




















77wa7of an answer, pr pvchon placed a strange APPARATUS ON AVRAM'S head 



f THIS DEVICE CONNECT5 YOU TO A 
[ machinecailedaneuroscan.it 

LjMll TRANSLATE YOUR THOUGHT 
^ INTO VISUAl IMAGES. 




































■LSKV ... FUIL OF SHIPS ... 

THE MEN ... DROPPING LIKE F LIES 


OOC THERC IT 151 


OR PVNCHON FROZE THE IMAGE ON THE SCREEN 


AS HE REUVED THE BATTlE. AVRAM EXPERIENCED AGAIN ALI OF THE RAW EMOTIONS HE HAD 














THArS THE ANSWER. AN EARTHMAN— 

stgood grief ... irs har kenny. -r 


VES* BUT WHY IS HE FlGHTtNG FOR 
► THE OEIRONS? I'VE GOT TO FINO * 
HIM. DOC. CT'S The ONLY WAY I Can 
"7 ATONC FOR THE DEATHSOF AU < 
-T THOSEMENON673/B 
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GOOD! I DON'T HAVE 
T MUCH TIME NOW. T 
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iUMt ATOMIC ARMOUR. 

> A RAZERAV, IASER 

[ DAGGER. BlASTER ... 

> RIGHT—| THINK l'M </ 

L READY togo after) 
r kenny now. i— 


NOW TO 6LAST A WAY OUT. 
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THIS SHIP'S HEADING FOR LUNA-CITY. THATS IN THE 
‘ SAFE ZONE/ SO IT WON'T BE HAVING A MILITARY 

rmnaMB^scoRT. iru do me nicely. t ———^ 
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AVRAM CONCEAlED HIMSELF UNTIL THE 


FREIGHTER WA$ IN SPACE. AND THEN FOUND 
THE CRAFT S ESCORT VESSEl... A ONE- 
MAN ARMED SCOUTCRAFT. 


W YOU'RE OUT THERE 50MEWHERE. ■ 
KENNY—BUT NO MATTER HOW WEll 
U YOU TRY TO HIDE. I'U FIND YOU. JI 
























ME ESCAPED BY PLUNGING INTO THE ATMOSPHERE 
OE AN UNSTABLE PLANET. WHERE HE LANDED. JŠtf' 
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hE SOUGHT oun HE ASTRAL ~ (\\ '^1 
TRACKING STATION WHICH LOGGED flj, 
ALL FIIGHTS IN AND OUT OF THE 

sector - »».a?;?;r&r*«" 


KENNY! DESTINATION— 
CLUSTER APLHA 9. THERE ARE 
A THOUSAND TINY PlANETS IN 
THAT CLUSTER. HE COULD BE 
ON ANY ONE OF THEM! 
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AVRAM SET OFF ON A IONG SEARCH. VVHILE PATROIUNG THE AlPHA-9 CIUSTER 

















THE FOOtS!... IF THEY'D ONLY 
INVESTIGATED THE OTHER SHIP 
THEY'D HAVE FOUND KENNY, THEN 
THEY WOULD HAVE WONDERED WHY 
ASERVING OFFICER 


AFTER A IONG CHASE. AVRAM OUTRAN THE PATROl. BUT ... 
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I NO. KANE ... I 5EEK THE LAST MAN OF THE 
GANG THAT KILLED MY PEOPlE, AND I KNOW 

mmmar who it was ... kenny. 


• • 










_I HE IS IN HIDING. IN A PLACE U 
WHERE YOU CAN NEVER FIND HIM. 


W HE'S HIDING rn 
IN NEVERWORLDf 



VORTEK DETAILED SOME OF HIS MEN TO REPAIR AVRAM'S 5HIP, THEN TOlD HIS STORY 


KENNY WAS ENTRUSTED WITH PLANS FOR V,, 
A NEVERWORLD PROJECTOR VVHICH WAS GOING 
TOBE INSTALLEDON JOULE-12. HE SAW A 
CHANCE TO MAKE A FORTUNE, TOOK REFUGE ) 
ON MY PLANET BECAUSE HE THOUGHT HE WAS ! 
SAFE. MY FATHER. WHO WAS THE LOCAL LAW 
OFFICER ASKED HIM TO LEAVE. KENNY blD, BUT ) 
FIR5T HE MURDERED MY ENTIRE FAMILY. 
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HE WENT TO DELRON ANO BARTEREO HlS KNOWlEDGE FOR 
SAFETV. THE OEIRONS TESTED HIM BY PUTTING HIM IN 
CHARGE OF A TRAP ON 673/B. THEN WITH YOU ON HlS 
TRAIl HlS ONlY SAFEGUARD WAS TO OUTLIVE THE TROUBlE. 
HE WENT TO A OEIRON SClENTlST ... 
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KENNY FEO THE COMPUTER VVITH 
y ALL OF HlS THOUGHTS AND < 
J MEMORIES. SO THAT WHEN HE l 
EMERGES FROM NEVERVVORID HlS 
BRAIN CAN BE RE PROGRAMMED. 
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NO MORE THAN A FEW DAYS AGO. 

WE OON'T KNOW WHERE HE'S -i 
' HIDDEN THE COMPUTER TAPE, OR. 
Y - 7 THE PROJECTOR. V ' ^ 
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WHEN DIO KENNY 
ENTER NEVERWORLD? 
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r ... AND THAT'S THE SITUATION. I 
HAVE TO GET INTO NEVERVVORtD. I 
KNOW l'll DESTROY MY MIND IN THE 
PROCE55, BUT THERE'S NO OTHER / 


MAYflE THERE 1S 


Mi I BEAMED IN ON A CARGO MM 
TRANSFER ... RlSKY. BUT IT WORKED 


HE MADE HIS WAY TO DR PYNCHON'S 
HOUSE. 


AVRAM!... YOU'RE TAKING A BIG , 
CHANCE COMING BACK HERE. J 
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OAYS PA5SED AS AVRAM SEARCHED — 
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[ FLOATING PAST THE SHIP... CONVICTED 
' CRIMINAIS. THEY JUST ORIFT AIMLESSlY 
THROUGH THIS V/EIRD OIMENSION. THEY'RE AU 
^ JUST MINOLESS SHEILS. 
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BUT THEN ... 


JUPE! THE DEIRON HOMEVVORID. 
> THEY'VE FOUNO A WAY TO •< 
( IAUNCH AN ATTACK THROUGH 
_/ NEVERVVORID! r ^ 
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KENNY ... THERE HE IS ... 
AT LAST! 




1 


m 


| Wi 

1 l 


2g 




• < 








fe-V 




V/l 


n>»«\ -V 


AVRAM OPENEDFIRE. 













62 



'/////: 


r \ WASNT SURE BEFORE, BUT I AM NOW — N 
KENNY STlU POSSESSES ALI OF HtS MENTAl 1 
FACULTIES. ALI HIS MEMOR1ES StOR ED ON TAPE 

IS JUST A PRECAUTION.’BĐK 





KENNY WAS TURNED OVER TO THE AUTHORITIES ANO REVEALED THAT HE WA5 THE BRAINS „ 
BEHIND THE COMMANDO DISASTER. BY FEEDING FALSE INFORAMTION TO A DELRON HE HAD 
LURED AVRAM 


TO'RUIN. -(//£- 
— / // /-— 


THE NEXT PRlORITY IS TO MOUNT AN ATTACK 
ON DELRON THROUGH NEVERWORLD — AND 
^nr END THIS WAR ONCE AND FQR ALLt 


AVRAM MADE CONTACT WITH EARTH 
SECURITY AND WA5 ESCORTED IN. ■ 

















































EARTH ACCEPTED THE DELRON'S FORMAL SURRENDER 


if YOU WERE RIGHT. CAPTAIN KANE. AND 
ffc- WE WERE WRONG. VVITHOUT YOUR - 
'/( DETERMINTION NONE OF THIS WOUlD 
- rm/TT HAVE HAPPENED. TT77 -- 
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DON'T MISS THIS MONTH'S 
OTHER ACTION-PACKED 

ADVENTURE 
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ON SALE 
AT Y0UR 
NEWS- 
AGENTS 
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The three High Energy Astronomy Observations (HEAO) look at the stars through 

the X-ray and gamma ray spectrums to find quasars, black holes and pulsars as 

much as eight billion light years away. The HEAO illustrated is the second one 

_launched in November 1978, and were specially built for NASA. 










